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THE IMAGE OF LIBRARIANS IN THE OPINION OF THEIR 
SUCCESORS AFTER A DECADE – A RESEARCH REPORT

KEYWORDS: Librarians. Image. Stereotype. Long-term study.

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective ‒ this paper is aimed at checking the current perception of 
the librarian profession from the point of view of the library and information science stu-
dents . Research method ‒ A longitudinal study and a survey. Conclusions ‒ First edition 
of the research on the librarian image in the opinion of library and information science stu-
dents was done in the years 2003-2005 . After ten years the social perception of this profes-
sion has changed significantly. The results of the research show that librarians are associated 
with modern information technologies and thus are accepted and liked by the public . Yet 
despite more varied tasks of the library professionals, including the use of modern techno-
logies, the students of library and information science are less and less interested in being 
employed in the libraries .
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LIBRARIES IN ISRAEL

Snunith Shoham is a professor of Information Science at the Department of Information 
Science, Bar Ilan University, Israel . She was the Chair of the Department in the years 1998-
2005 . She also serves (since 2008) as the Chair of the Board of Directors of the Israeli Cen-
ter for Libraries . She has a doctorate degree from the University of California, Berkeley, 
School of Library and Information Studies . She has published the books Organizational 
Adaptation by Public Libraries (Greenwood Press, 1984) and Classification and Browsing: The 
Conjunction of Readers and Documents (Sussex Academic Press, 2000) as well as many ar-
ticles on knowledge organization, knowledge management, academic libraries and pu-
blic libraries in a variety of journals.

KEY WORDS: National Library. Academic libraries. Public libraries. School libraries. Lib-
raries in Israel . 

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective – This article provides background on Israeli society and 
on Jewish culture, on the basis of which the development of libraries in the State of Isra-
el is examined . A review is provided on the various types of library: the national library, 
academic libraries, public libraries, and school libraries in the Jewish and Arab sectors . 
In addition, the institutes of professional education and the central bodies in the field 
are detailed: the professional organizations and the bodies of interlibrary collaborations . 
Research methods – literature review and content analysis . Results/Conclusions – The 
review presented in this paper regarded libraries both in the period preceding the proc-
lamation of the independent state of Israel (although in brief, as a background to later 
developments) and from the proclamation of the state (1948) until today . This is one of 
the many chapters in the story of the Israeli-Jewish society, which strove to establish in-
stitutes of education and culture even before it became an independent society – and cer-
tainly afterwards . 
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THE LATEST TRENDS IN IT – A POTENTIAL FOR LIBRARIES

KEYWORDS: Public libraries. Academic libraries. Information and communication techno-
logies . New technologies in libraries .

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective ‒ The article is focused on the latest trends in information 
and communication technologies, including: augmented reality, wearable computing, holo-
grams, 3D printers, Internet of things and phenomena related to the dynamic development 
of automation and robotics. The author attempts to draw conclusions regarding the poten-
tial of new IT achievements in the improvement of library services as well as library infor-
mation and promotion activities, particularly in the case of public and academic libraries . 
Research method ‒ The method of literature analysis and critique was applied, based on 
the analysis of the current literature in the field of computer science (2010-2015) as well as 
professional web portals and journals. Benchmarking was used to identify the examples of 
good practice as regards the use of IT technologies in libraries . Results ‒ As a result of the 
research the systematic review of new trends in IT was done as well as the analysis of the 
possibility of their application in the library everyday practice . Furthermore, the examples 
of the use of these technologies in the libraries were provided and the forecasts for further 
use of new ICT tools in the library activity were formulated . Conclusions ‒ The study sho-
wed that the latest information and communication technologies can be applied in the lib-
rary practice . Particularly noteworthy technology is that of augmented reality .
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THE LEARNING CENTER AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE LIBRARY 
SPACE USE IN THE ACTIVITY OF RESEARCH LIBRARIES

KEYWORDS: Research library. Library space. Learning space. Learning center. Library spa-
ce arrangement .

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective – The author analyzes the concept of the library space in re-
search libraries as exemplified in Polish and foreign literature of the field with reference to 
the development of a learning center . The example discussed is the learning center in Hel-
sinki University Library visited by the author . Conclusions – The development of learning 
centers in research libraries is a response to the growing needs of the academic community 
and extends the contemporary scope of library functions. It is tightly related to the adjust-
ment of the library space to the needs of the library users .


