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THE DISABLED IN LIBRARIES – RESEARCH TRENDS IN 
FOREIGN AND POLISH LITERATURE IN THE FIELD OF LIBRARY 

AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

KEYWORDS: The disabled. Disabilities. Library services. Library information services. 

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective – The author intends to present current research trends in 
the library and information science (LIS) literature focused on the library and information 
services for the disabled and compare research topics covered by foreign and Polish litera-
ture in this field. Research methods – The critical literature review was used to analyze the 
content of foreign and Polish LIS literature published in the years 2010-2015. The literature 
was found via „Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts” (LISTA), „Polska Bib-
liografia Bibliologiczna (Polish Book Studies Bibliography)”, „Przewodnik Bibliograficzny 
(Polish National Bibliography)”, and Polish LIS journals. Results and conclusions – The au-
thor identifies 9 main themes in foreign LIS literature referring to the library and informa-
tion services for the disabled, whereas only 6 such themes appear in Polish LIS literature. 
The strongest theme in LIS literature covers issues of accessing information by the disabled, 
including such subcategories as: access to Internet resources, databases and digital libraries 
and, to a lesser extent, to the resources on non-digital carriers.
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BRAILLE AND NON-TACTILE LIBRARY  
OF THE INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND IN LASKI, POLAND

KEYWORDS: The Institute for the Blind in Laski. Braille library. Non-tactile library. Visual-
ly impaired readers. Braille books. Readership. 

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective – Braille and non-tactile library of the Institute for the Blind 
in Laski are both public and school libraries the services of which are addressed to visual-
ly impaired readers. Their users are various types of pupils and students as well teachers, 
tutors and other staff of Laski Institute (including the retired staff) and their families which 
results in a very broad coverage of the library resources as regards topics and level of edu-
cation. The article is intended to present both libraries with focus on the services they offer 
to visually impaired people and problems they face in the era of Internet, fast development 
of IT for the visually impaired and decreasing readership, in particular the readership of 
Braille books. Research method – The current activity of both libraries was assessed with the 
template for the libraries adjusted to the needs of the disabled users including: the facility 
and the equipment, library resources, assistive technologies, library services and staff skills. 
The author analyzed primary and secondary sources with focus on the library documen-
tation, in particular meeting minutes and library reports. The article covers a brief history 
of both libraries and their current activities. In order to assess their services for the visual-
ly impaired the author used a template she designed based on the international solutions 
and IFLA guidelines (Fedorowicz, 2010). Results/Conclusions – The activity of both Laski 
libraries is quite specific as it goes beyond the regular educational activity of Laski schools. 
Their users are both students and teachers, tutors and other staff, including their families 
and the retired staff which results in a very broad coverage of the library collection. As a re-
sult, they are both public and school libraries, addressing their services mostly to the vis-
ually impaired people, which is reflected in their resources, covering vast majority of topics 
and levels of education. In the era of Internet, IT solutions for the visually impaired and de-
creasing readership, in particular the readership of braille books, both libraries faced new 
challenges related to the expectations of their users who are keen on easy access to informa-
tion unlimited with time and space and available in most convenient format.
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ALTMETRICS AS AN AREA OF INTEREST  
IN THE FIELD OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SCIENCE

KEYWORDS: Altmetrics. Library and information science. Alternative metrics. Assessment 
of research input. 

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective – The author discusses the significance of alternative met-
rics in the assessment of research input and attempts to show if this issue is of any interest 
to to the researchers in the library and information science. Research methods – Using the 
analysis of the content of the library and information science journals, the author identi-
fies the most popular topics related to altmetrics. Conclusions – The research done by the 
author proves altmetrics to be very popular issue discussed in the library and information 
science literature, in particular for the last three years. In the author’s opinion the interest 
in altmetrics will survive and continue to grow and alternative metrics will play an impor-
tant role in the assessment of the research input.
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INFORMATION MANAGEMENT MODELS  
AT THE WEBSITES OF CRACOW ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

KEYWORDS: Academic libraries. Websites. Multi-case study.

ABSTRACT: Thesis/Objective – The article is to identify the models of information man-
agement used while managing the websites of academic libraries. Research methods – The 
multi-case study approach was used to analyze five selected libraries. In addition the au-
thor made partly structured interviews and, as a qualitative research method, in-depth in-
terviews. Results/Conclusions – Two dominant models of information management were 
identified. First was noticed in smaller libraries where only one or two web editors were in-
volved and the processes of information management are running fast, although they are 
subject to mistake risk. Second was noticed in larger institutions where the website is su-
pervised by a whole team of editors and the content control is on higher level but the whole 
management process takes much more time.


